IMPORTANT NOTES ON VERBS & PRONOUNS

The following is an overview of Arabic tenses, pronouns, and how verbs are arranged under each entry. This will help you easily identify the tense
of each verb in the Quran. Note that most Arabic verbs come from 3-letter roots, like &£ kataba ‘he wrote,” which are the focus of this overview.
Some verb roots have more than 3 letters, such as &«3+3 was-wasa ‘he whispered,” 3L s&-’ada ‘he helped,” and Gab) ir-ma‘an-na ‘he felt at
peace.” These verbs follow the same rules listed below.

You are not expected to memorize all different verb forms in this dictionary. All you need to do is to familiarize yourself with tenses, persons (1%,
2" and 3" person forms), and pronouns (singular, dual, and plural as well as masculine and feminine), as detailed below. The 1 person indicates
the one(s) speaking, the 2" person indicates the one(s) spoken to, and the 3" person indicates the one(s) spoken about.

Past Tense
Typically, the past tense starts with the root with no prefixes attached to the beginning of the root, unlike the present form which starts with a
prefix and ends with a suffix, such as ! s& kata-bo ‘they wrote’ and & 55 yak-tubdin “they write.’

1%t person 2"d person 3" person
katab-tu 5 katab-ta ci8 x kata-ba <& ¥
| wrote you wrote w he wrote 'n'
katab-na &S katab-tuma L Y kata-ba & Y
we wrote you both wrote w they both wrote 'n‘
katab-tum &8 o kata-bo | <& Y
you all wrote II' w w they all wrote 'II w w
katab-ti i< % kata-bat & =
you wrote * she wrote ?
katab-tuma & R & kata-bata Ui R &
you both wrote ? * they both wrote ? ?
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Present Tense
In the present form, one of these letters — - < - | - ¢, is added to the beginning of the root, such as & nak-tubu ‘we write.” Note that some past
tense verbs may start with one of the letters of = - < - | - ¢ because it’s part of the root, not as a prefix indicating present form. For example, &&
nafa’a ‘he benefited’ starts with a o. The present form is & yan-fa ‘u ‘he benefits’ after adding the = that signifies present tense.
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1 pérson 2" person 3rd p.)érson
ak-tubu & tak-tubu <& - yak-tubu &4 .
I write you write w he writes w
nak-tubu ¢ tak-tuban (s Y yak-tuban <& n e
we write you both write 'n' lnl they both write 'n' lnl
tak-tublin & 5488 n yak-tubtin & s n
you all write 'nl w w they all write 'nl w w
tak-tubin & = tak-tubu & i
you write ? she writes ?
tak-tuban ¢us R A tak-tuban o R A
you both write ** they both write **
tak-tubn G A A A yak-tubn i 2 & &
you all write ? @ * they all write f ’ *

Note that one of the different tashkil marks (/2-) may appear on the last letter of a present verb, depending on that verb’s grammatical condition,
but the meaning will always be the same. For example, <& - i - and <& yak-tub all mean ‘he writes.” Also, note that negation can cause a

vowel to be deleted from a verb, such as Js& ya-qiil ‘he says’ and J& & lam ya-qul ‘he did not say.” Don’t be surprised when you see these different
forms listed next to each other under some verb entries in this dictionary.

Future Tense
In the future tense, &+ “will soon’ or a3 saw-fa “will” is simply added before the present form. For example, <& sa-yak-tubu ‘he will write

soon’ and &6 i saw-fa nak-tubu “we will write.’

Imperative (order or request)

2" person
'uk-tubi & 2 Uk-tub X O
write! ? write! w
'uk-tuba G = /& 'uk-tuba &I > =
both write! ? * both write! w w

"uk-tubn S /A /& 'uk-tubo | 5] s 2
all write! *** all write! 'nl w w



How verbs are arranged under each entry
Order Explanation Example #1 Example #2

- kafarat &% - kafara O R
; b ard d o 057 a-lade - ga-laye- ga-lat e - ga-la Je
Past tense, starting with 3™ person, 2" person, _ Kafar-ta &5 - kafaro 5 q q q q

st : i ith si v o .. quin &k - qul-tum & - qui-ta & - ga-lo 1 5l6 -
1 then 1% person Esglh iﬁg;l%rllusrt;rts with singular, | e & - kafar-tum G Sk-q el j qul-tu i ga-lo 1!
’ ' kafar-na U S d g

-yakefurin ;3% - yak fur 5% yaq-lo Vsl s - yaqe-1a ¥ s& - yaqd-lu Js&

' ith 3 nd - tak-fur 5 - yak-furo 155 N s . g
5 Present tense, starting thth 3" person, 2 U .)SS-‘ y ;)ssjm tagi-lo 5156 - taqd-lu 356 - yag-lan &l s
person, then 1% person - tak-furdn 05298 - tak-furo 1525 naqa-1u 355 - aqai-lu Js - tag-lan oshs
nak-fur s - ak-fur < g oA d A
N - sa-yaq(i-1tn &l st - sa-yago-lu O siss
3 Future tense sa-yak-furlin & s yaq oI e y a
sa-naqi-lu J s
i i i nd 1 124 32 AlA NG 2 P 2 oyt
4 Order, which I(Seag|W:aS};S;,I'I;I)the 2" person "uk-furo 158 - "uk-fur 5| qllo Vsl s - qlila ¥ - qlli Js8 - qul Je
Past passive voice . PRI
> (e.g., ‘it was said ...”) kufir 5 qil d#
Present passive voice Ar e
i - 15
° (e.g., “it is said ... yuk-far 55 yu-qal J&
7 Future passive voice sayuk-far 5 ]

(e.g., ‘it will be said ...”)

Note that when a present tense verb signifying dual or plural is preceded by negation or some particles (like i hat-ta ‘until’) the ¢ -an (dual
suffix) and o -Gn (plural suffix) are changed to | (dual) and s (plural) respectively, following Arabic grammatical rules. For example,

o (5% yak-tubn “they write” and | 55 2! lam yak-tubo “they did not write.”

o (U yak-tuban “they both write” and W& i jat-ta yak-tuba “until they both write.”
o (55 tak-tublin “you all write” and | 555 ¥ la tak-tubo “do not write.”

o X tak-tuban “you both write” and W& ) lan tak-tuba “you both will not write.”



Exercise

Connect each section of Group B to the tense it represents in Group A

Group A Group B

Past

Present
Future

- yagh-firQin {553 - yagh-firo s - yagh-fir ) (a
nagh-fir 53 - tagh-firo | 5583 - tagh-fir 53
sa-nagh-fir i (b

gh-far-na G % - gha-fara 2 (c

No oA~ LN

Imperative (request)
Past passive voice
Present passive voice
Future passive voice

(Answer key: 1-c, 2-a, 3-b, 4-¢, 5-g, 6-d, 7-f)

Attached & Detached Pronouns

yugh-far > (d
igh-fir &) (e
sa-yugh-far s (f
ghufirsie (g

wils

1% person
khalaga-ni rab-bi
my Lord created me
khalaga-na rab-buna
our Lord created us

2" person
Gl : -ta &l
anla kalaga-ka rab-buka an tguw
your Lord created you y
nag-nu o> g an-tuma il
we kalaga-kuma rab-bukuma ou both
your Lord created you both y
?JSf‘:) ?’Sﬂ; .&s’i
kalaga-kum rab-bukum an ;ﬂn;ﬁ“
your Lord created you all y
ﬂi) ‘ﬂﬁ; n t - s’i
R . =T &
kalaga-ki rab-buki a c;u
your Lord created you y
L L an-tuma
kalaga-kuma rab-bukuma ou both
your Lord created you both y
&)533 SRals @ 5%
CRala - g
kalaga-kun-na rab-bukunn an-tunn
you all

your Lord created you all

3" person

NFEHEY
khalaga-hu rab-buhu
his Lord created him
khalaga-huma rab-buhu-ma
their Lord created them both
P el
khalaga-hum rab-buhum
their Lord created them
[BEIEHA
khalaga-ha rab-buha
her Lord created her
khalaga-huma rab-buhu-ma
their Lord created them both
khalaga-hun-na rab-buhunn
their Lord created them
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